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Labradorite
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Polished “Blue Eyes” anorthosite
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Ten Mile Bay Quarry, Labrador

The Nain anorthosite rocks are about 1.29-1.35 billion years old!

Labradorite is the provincial mineral of Newfoundland and Labrador.

The Ten Mile Bay Quarry produces 1,000 m’ of dimension stone per year.

Gilbert Hay of Nain creates sculptures in anorthosite and labradorite mined from the Ten Mile Bay Quarry.

Nain labradorite is used locally in jewelry and other handicrafts, and is sold to rock shops outside of Labrador.
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Did you know?

Labradorite is one of the feldspars (the others are orthoclase, microcline, albite, oligoclase,
andesine, bytownite, and anorthite).

Feldspar is used in making glass and ceramics.
Feldspar is one of the most common rock-forming minerals.

On the mineral hardness scale of 10, feldspar has a hardness of 6, but
diamond, at 10, is 22 times harder.

Moonstone (the June birth stone), is a feldspar with bluish reflections
(commonly albite, oligoclase, or labradorite); sunstone is an oligoclase
with reddish-gold reflections.

Labradorite is found in Labrador, eastern and western United States,
northern Mexico, and Madagascar.

Labradorite is named after Labrador, andesine after the Andes in
South America, and bytownite is named after Bytown, the former
name of Ottawa.
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