Mary-Claire Ward Geoscience Award

Application Form

Deadline for applications

December 15, 2010
Announcement of award recipient

The selection committee will announce the name of the award winner on February 1, 2011.
Further information
If you have any questions about this application or the award, please send them in an email to Ms. Lisa McDonald, Prospectors and Developers Association of Canada, lmcdonald@pdac.ca.
PLEASE COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION

1. Your full name
2. Date of application

3. Your address, telephone number, and email address while at university
Street address

City 

Province
Postal Code
Telephone (including area code)

Cell phone (including area code)

E-mail

4. Your permanent address, telephone number, and email address
Street address

City 

Province
Postal Code
Telephone (including area code)

Cell phone (including area code)

E-mail

5. The degree(s) that you have already completed
University
Degree  
Subject/specialization

Date completed

6. The degree that applies to this award
University
Degree
Subject/specialization

Commencement date
Planned completion date
7. The following details about your planned thesis
Title of thesis

Location of work

Description, including present status (maximum 500 words)

8. Please answer the following question
How will your thesis contribute to Canadian geoscience mapping? (maximum 500 words)
9. References
Please supply the following details about the people who are providing your references. You might also like to give them the Referee form found at the end of this document which tells them that their letters will play a very important role in your application.

Supervisor
Name
Title, e.g., Dr., Mr., Ms.

Full university address, including department

Telephone number (including area code)

Email address

Second reference (ideally from a previous employer in the mineral industry or in a geological survey)

Name

Title, e.g., Dr., Mr., Ms.

Company/organization

Position

Full company/organization address

Telephone number (including area code)

Email address
10. Please provide details about any other current awards or scholarships that you are receiving

Thank you for your application. We shall acknowledge it by return email as soon as it is received. If you do not receive an acknowledgement or if you have any questions about your application or about the award itself, please send an email to Barbara Green Parker, bgparker@pdac.ca.
GOOD LUCK!
Please note the guidelines for preparing your application on the following page.

Guidelines for students preparing their application for the

Mary-Claire Ward Geoscience Award

The selection committee for the Mary-Claire Ward Geoscience Award comprises representatives of the Prospectors and Developers Association of Canada (PDAC), Watts Griffis and McOuat Limited (WGM), the National Geological Surveys Committee (NGSC) and the Geological Association of Canada (GAC).  In an attempt to be consistent in their evaluation of the applications, members of the committee follow a standard template for grading the applications based on their strengths. Points are awarded for sections 7, 8, and 9, as well as for overall impression of the application as a whole.  In the first few years of the award, some students did not explain well the overall context and importance of their thesis subject. This may have been because they did not understand how the application would be evaluated. In some cases, the raison d’être of the thesis was better explained by the referees than by the student.  The following notes are intended to inform students and their referees (supervisors) about some of the points the selection committee is looking for under sections 7, 8 and 9 of the application.

Please note:  Student eligibility

In order to be eligible for this award, the student must still have active student status until at least the last day of April. Previous recipients of this award are not eligible to apply. 

Section 7:

The following details about your planned thesis
Title of thesis

Location of work

Description, including present status (maximum 500 words)

The committee will consider the following in its review: 

Is this a well thought out thesis project, with clearly identified problems, clear plan of how to address and solve the problems, and the best use of techniques or technologies to address the problems?

Other considerations:

· clear grasp of the geological problems to be solved

· role of field mapping in the completion of the thesis

· well developed plan developed to solve the problems

· accomplishments so far

· complementary follow-up analyses 
· innovation

· conciseness

Section 8

Please answer the following question
How will your thesis contribute to Canadian geoscience mapping? (maximum 500 words)

The committee is looking for: 

The degree to which this thesis project truly contributes to increasing the understanding of the Canadian geoscience knowledge base through mapping.
Other considerations:

· is the size of the region covered commensurate with the hoped for outcomes?

· intention to get the mapped information into the public domain

· publication plan

· does this project fill a fundamental knowledge gap?

· conciseness

Section 9

The letter of reference by each of the sponsors will be a valuable component of this application and should support the reasons for this particular applicant to be chosen as the winning candidate. Brief and uninformative letters will have a negative impact on the applicant’s chances of winning the award.  The committee will evaluate the degree to which the supervisor believes in the student and the project.
Please note the referee form on the following page.

Mary-Claire Ward Geoscience Award

Referee form

Note to referees

There has been strong competition for this award since its inception in 2005. We anticipate that the competition will be just as intense for the award in ensuing years. Your reference letter will be a valuable component of this application and should support the reasons for this particular applicant to be chosen as the winning candidate. Brief and uninformative letters will have a negative impact on the applicant’s chances of winning the award.

You may use this form to provide your reference.

Instructions


Download this form onto your computer and complete the details.


Obtain the following material electronically [note: you may have to scan some of this information]:


Your university transcripts for your last completed degree and your current studies.


The following references: 


A statement from your thesis supervisor validating your statement about the value of your thesis to the Canadian geoscience knowledge base.


A statement from one other person (ideally this will be a previous employer in the mineral industry or in a geological survey) attesting to your merits for this award.


At the end of this document there is a form that you can give to your referees for this purpose.


Send one email to Ms. Lisa McDonald, � HYPERLINK "mailto:lmcdonald@pdac.ca" ��lmcdonald@pdac.ca� with the following attachments: your application form, your university transcripts, and both references [note: the selection committee will consider only those applications which contain these attachments]. The deadline for applications is December 15. Your email and its attachments should be no larger than 5 MB.





Notes:


You must submit your application and attachments in ONE EMAIL ONLY. It is your responsibility to obtain and submit all of the information required. The selection committee will consider only those applications which contain all the required information and which are no larger than 5 MB.


Previous recipients of this award are not eligible to apply.






























